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PREFACE
2
Adult education is a vital sector of the structure and organization of
the Christian Church. From the inception of the New Testament Church, adults
were prominent in carrying out the evangelical works and in standing firm,
even in persecutions. Within the last few decades of the twentieth century,
much emphasis has been placed on the children and youth education of the
church at the expense of adult education. Modern conception is that the way
to reach adults is to reach children and youths first - but mainly children.
This is contrary to the established and effective principle of the early
Christian church where adults were first reached for Christ. Those who,
throughout the scriptural record, were basically responsible for the spirit¬
ual nurture of children and youths were also parents who were adults. Chris¬
tian education in the Bible focused on adults who, in turn, were responsible
to educate their children. Those first saved and first trained and equipped
to serve Christ were adults. Logically speaking, an adult reached for Christ
and built up in the faith sometimes resulted in entire families being reached
for Christ and taught in him.
This Project Essay has been written as a part of the requirements for my
Master of Religious Education degree. It is based on tny experiences on Field
Work in Adult Education class of Christ Temple Church, which is located at
1583 West Haven,Drive, S.W., Atlanta, Georgia.
This paper covers three main areas, namely; one. Adult Christian education
two, Christ Temple Church; and three. My Perspectives. The writer is indebted
to Dr. Jonathan Jackson and Dr. Bennie E. Goodwin, of the Department of Chris¬
tian Education, and to Dr. Edward P. Wimberly, Assistant Professor of Psycho¬
logy and Pastoral Care and Religion - all of whom are full-time faculty of The
Interdenominational Theological Center, for their class-lectures and hand-outs.
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Gratitude is also due to Dr. Jonathan Jackson for reading
the first and second drafts of this essay and for making the
necessary corrections, and Dr. Bennie Goodwin for editing the
paper for me. All others, whose names I have not mentioned,
equally deserve my thanks for their cooperative efforts in
various ways, to make this paper presentable.
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I. ADULT EDUCATION
A. Definition of Adult Christian Education
Christian education in general can be defined in various terms (1) as
"that ministry that undergirds and supports all the other ministries in the
church" - by Dr. Jonathan Jackson; and (2) as "the process by which persons
1
are confronted with and controlled by the Christian gospel" - Peter P,
Person. Adult Christian education is therefore "the enlistment and guidance
2
of adults in their own spiritual maturing."
B. A Brief Historical Perspectives of Adult Education
One of the significant developments of our times among Evangelicals
is the renewal of interest in Adult education. This rise of adult partici¬
pation in church-education endeavours is a reflection of awakening community
action in adult education. Increasing demands for skills brought about by
an accelerating technology coupled with new opportunities have provided the
impetus for adults to go back to the classroom. The growing restlessness
and dissatisfaction with traditional approaches to adult education are taking
place within local churches. Lay renewal is forcing a new look at education¬
al programs and the power structure of church life. Robert Raikes, who is
regarded as the "Father of Sunday school education" has left behind him im¬
pressive achievements invthekhistory of Christianity. Born in the eighteenth
England to meet a social crisis among children subjected to unfair labo»«
practices, the Sunday school became a useful instrument on the American fron¬
tier for evangelism. Late in the nineteenth century some of the Sunday
schools boasted large adult classes. These adult groups possessed qualities
of a formidable movement. The revivalist tradition was front and center in
American church life.
1. Peter P. Person, An Introduction to Christian Education.
(Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, Tenth ed; 1976), p. 17.
2. Earl F. Zeigler, Christian Educat-ion of Adults. (Philadelphia:
Westminster F'^ess, 19f2; e. 2 -
Edward L. Hayes points out in his essay on "Theological Foundations of
Adult Christian Education" that "The roots of religious-education movement
may be traced to the dual development of liberal theology and educational
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pragmatism..." Evangelism and missions were foremost in the renewal of
evangelical church life. Adult education centers around the Word of God
and is rooted in the truth that God's Word is authoritative; that the Bible
is the primary source of truth and the only inerrant criterion of truth.
The primary source of our theological and educational commitments is Scrip¬
ture. Christian adult education rejects an authoritarian method, while it
holds to a position of authoritarian truth. It commits itself to reflec¬
tive commitment. Adults need not be subjected to one-way indoctrination.
Rather, theyshouldbe encouraged to explore, to discover for themselves and
to subject their convictions to critical scrupulous comparison with alter¬
native doctrines. Truth is welcome from any quarter, but Scriptures are
normative. Christian education is basically different from general educa¬
tion. Discovering the difference can transform adult education from much of
its current dullness, and ineffectiveness to a revitalized education. The
Holy Spirit is the divine Teacher in Christian education, and it instructs,
reminds, guides, declares, and reveals. The Holy Spirit illuminates the mind
and heart of man, enabling him to apprend and appropriate the revealed truth
of God. Only by the Holy Spirit can the eternal truth be correctly under¬
stood, interpreted, and personalized. He works on the written Word to in¬
ternalized it in the student's life.
C. Adult Education in Church-of-God-in-Christ
Church of God in Christ is strong on the side of Adult education, be¬
lieving that the future existence of the Church and its administration lean
3. Edward L. Hayes, "Theological Foundations of Adult Christian Education"
Adult Education In The Church, Zuch, Roy B., (Chicago: Moody Press,
1970) p. 20.
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heavily on adults, who will in turn lead the young people. Therefore, adults
need to be properly taught the fundamental beliefs of the Christian Church
as based on the Bible. The Church of God in Christ conducts Sunday school
classes and Bible study groups for its members on Sundays and other days
during the week-days. The Church is interested in Adult Education progress
both on national and on jurisdictional levels. The Church has a Theological
Seminary which is a constituent seminary in the Interdenominational Theologi¬
cal Center, in Atlanta, Georgia. It is known as Mason Theological Seminary,
for the training of both ministers and lay-people, all of whom are adults.
The Church also has a high school known as Saints Acadetny, at Lexington,
Mississippi. Plans are underway for the opening of a university at Memphis,
Tennessee, for the training of men and women for the Church, the nation, and
4
the world.
4. This information was acquired by the writer by way of a Telephone
interview with Dr. (Bishop) H. Dell, Pastor of Christ Temple Church,
1583 West Haven Drive, S.W., Atlanta, Georgia, on March 20, 1980.
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II. ADULT EDUCATION AT CHRIST TEMPLE CHURCH
The Minister and Ministry of Christ Temple Church
Bishop Howard Dell is the founder and the minister of this church. He
is a born-again Christian and a chosen man of God who had experienced the
Baptism of the Holy Ghost and speaking in tongue as believed by Church of
God in Christ. He serves in several capacities both at the jurisdictional
level and at the national level of the C.O.G.I.C. Bishop Dell serves on
the Board of Directors of Saint Academy, serves as a member of the Council
of Bishops, serves as a member of the National Board of Education, serves
as a member of the Board of Trustees of C.H. Mason Theological Seminary.
He also serves as a presiding Bishop of Northern Georgia Jurisdiciton of
fourty churches. An honorary Doctor of Law degree was conferred upon him
by Saint Junior College.
Dr. Dell preaches on a television program sponsored by Christ Temple
Church and he can be heard on channel 36 every Sunday morning by 7 o'clock.
He can also be heard on a radio W6UN every Saturday at 4:15 p.m. as a radio
minister. He has another radio ministry in Albany, Georgia every Sunday
5
morning at 7:45 a.m. and at 11:30 a.ro. on WJIZ.
Bishop Dell is a father of seven children, all grown ups^ from his
first late wife. He is now married to Mrs. Jean Louis Dell, a graduate of
Arkansas Mechanical and Normal College. Mrs, Jean Dell, like her husband,
is active in church affairs. She is the president of the Jursidictional
choir and president of the Ministers' wives circle. She is a teacher in
the Atlanta Public school system.
5. Interview with Bishop Dell, Atlanta, Geb. 20, 1980.
9
A Brief View of Adult Education at Christ Temple Church
The Christ Temple Church of God in Christ, located at 1583 West Haven
Drive, S.W., Atlanta, Georgia, was organized on November 20, 1971, with
eight adult members. Now the enrollment is 150 active adult members and
about 100 children. The founding minister is still the pastor of the
church. Bishop J. Howard Dell. Sunday school is a part of the religious
service. The following departments are being organized in the church;
1. Religious education for adults and young people is directed by Dr.
Bennie E. Goodwin, Ph.D.
2. The Young People's Willing Workers is, however, a duplication of
Sunday school class for young people; it is involved in Bible
studies every Sunday afternoon. The leader is Rev. Ralph Lewi^,
M.Div.
3. There are Sunday school classes for all levels and Mr. F. L. Fitch
is the Sunday school superintendent. 6
Christ Temple Church serves as the Jurisdictional Headquarters fpr
all the forty churches under Northern Georgia Church of God in Christ, The
pastor of thts great church has worked faithfully and untiringly to bring
this church to this level of importance and of glory to God.
6, Interview with Bishop Dell, Atlanta, Feb, 20, 1980.
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III. MY EXPERIENCES WITH ADULT EDUCATION CLASS AT CHRIST TEMPLE CHURCH
A. My Activities as The Adult Education Leader
In the middle of the month of January, 1979, I was scheduled to work
in Christ Temple Church at 1583 West Haven Drive, S.W., Atlanta, with adult
men, as part of my field experiences in Christian Education. This practi¬
cal work lasted for three months, from the middle of January to middle of
April. This was an exciting but challenging experience to me. It was ex¬
citing in that after almost six years, I was once again in charge of ad¬
ministration and teaching of a class. It reminded me of those old days in
my country when I enjoyed teaching as my profession. On the other hand,
it was challenging in that I had to try to communicate effectively to peop-
ple in a language that is not my mother-tongue, for no matter how well a
learner of a foreign languqge may speak that language, the pronunciation
and tonation will still present some difficulties. In spite of the chal¬
lenge, I overcame it by effective planning of my work to get everybody in
the class occupied, whereby talking by me was minimized.
While my specific and immediate aim was to lay the groundwork for
effective Bible itudy and effective evangelism, which would gea.r towards
wteping fnore converts to the church, n\y general aims were to create a|ld
heighten interest in Adult Sunday School class through the various methods
aimed at organizing the class, so that adults would in turn help the young
in their various activities in the church. The Sunday school class net on
Sunday mornings during the regular Sunday school periods - the only time
unanimously agreed upon by the members of the class - from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m.
I applied various administrative methods and teaching techniques as I knew
how.
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How I Organized the Class
The adult class had been organized in the form of a Sunday School since
the inception of the church. It was taught by the Sunday school superinten¬
dent most of the time, only assisted at times by Mr. Donald Green. The at¬
tendance by the time I took over the class was barely up to ten in all, some
of whom came at the close of the class. These teachers had been using the
lecture discussion method of teaching and the response seemed good since
adult men like argument and free expression of ideas, though this might in¬
volve long drawn arguments with very little effective teaching or new in¬
sights into biblical teachings as applied to real life situations. This was
time-consuming and very little was achieved in terms of the teacher getting
through the lesson for the day and in terms of the class members learning
any new thing pertaining to life situations for spiritual benefits.
When I took over the class, I did not try to change the Sunday School
class into any form of organized education class, rather I had to study the
group as a whole through questioning to find out what method I might use that
would change the people'5^perspectives from the old one they had been accus¬
tomed to/ I decided to start by arranging seats differently. I went early
enough on Sunday morning so as to allow n\yself time to a»*r«nge seats so that
by the time the class would begin the members would come to see the teacher
already there and seats well arranged. This would add to them some easiness
and comfort and a sense of something new. At one time the seat arrangements
may be in a horse-shoe formation, at another time they may be in a circular
formation, in a rectangular formation and so on, just to create a variety
and a new mental outlook. Then I started assigning the members of the class
the parts each emeber would play the following Sunday so that each person
would come prepared. Such assignments involved the individual in these ways:
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(1) come and help arrange the seats before the class starts;
(2) read at home the Sunday school lesson for the week;
(3) prepare two or three questions have bearings to actual life
of our day or the spiritual value that the lesson intends to
demonstrate;
(4) invite someone else to come to Sunday school class with him.
This method worked effectively, though we did not have any new members for
the first month. However, the old members who used to come once-in-a-
while and the drop-outs of the class, and perhaps of the church, began to
appear as information circulated. I started using group activities and
volunteers to act out portions of Sunday school involved or biblical charac¬
ters, by using recorders and cassettes were played in connection with parti¬
cular stories. Role play was introduced whereby all members became active in
one way or the other. I made use of all available and improvised teaching
aids that would help Illustrate the intended Bible story in order to make the
class come alive. By the end of three months, when n\y official administra¬
tive period terminated, my heart was beaming with joy to see the men's adult
class full of vigor and enthusiasm and members turning up regularly and fully
prepared for the day's lesson. The attendance Increased to twenty-five re¬
gular members, and how I wish that the interest of these inspiring members
who have found something new would be maintained for a long time.
Despite the fact that Adult Education class met only on Sunday mornings,
which is always a busy time for everybody, I still found some time to (chat
with teachers of other classes and members of other classes, immediately
Sunday School was over with, before the beginning of the church service.)
I talked to many of them by telephone. The members of this church in gener¬
al were warm-hearted and open in mind enough to share ideas and to enquire
about certain things in Africa - that wonderful continent of the black peo¬
ple. I was surprised to see how many people came to me to be informed of
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certain things. I tried to be open and sincere with them, by answering their
various questions. Some of these adults, both men and women invited me to
their tiomes, though time hardly permitted me to actually accept their in¬
vitations. This field work actually was an opportunity for me to have a
cultural and international experience.
B. Problems Facing Adult Education Class
It was not very long since I started working with the adult men and
relating with other Sunday school teachers before I could sense the needs
of the church as a whole, but since it is not within the scope of this paper
to elaborate on the church in general, it is proper that we leave It alone and
only come to it when and where necessary. Based on my study of the class, I
discerned three groups of adults, namely: Young adults. Middle-aged adults,
and Aged adults. These three groups of male adults have their different needs
which must be satisfied in the class, if not in the church. Their needs and
problems to be satisfied and solved may range from: (1) need to be loved and
cherished; (2) loneliness; (3) pessimism, all of which are psychological;
then some middle adults and almost all aged adults have domestic problems
which are caused by death of their beloved wives or separation and also caused
by physical weakness. All these problems have adverse effects on the spirit¬
ual and moral life of these people as well as on their outlook. All these
problems show themselves:
(1) in the people's reluctance at attending Sunday school classes
and Church services.
(2) in their coming late to Sunday school classes, if they came at all;
(3) in dwelling in long and sometimes unconnected conversation with the
lesson of the day;
(4) In some adults sitting by themselves aloof from other class members
and soliloquizing, sometimes being completely away from themselves;
14
(5) in trying to talk about the past, when they used to do this and
that, instead of trying to correlate the past to the present
and vice versa.
(6) Another problem facing these adults, especially the aged adults,
is from the teacher or the class leader himself who does not
know how to handle or relate to these special people, in terms
of the teacher putting himself in the shoes of these emotionally
affected people and planning how to make them feel comfortable
and usable in the group. 7
The problems facing Adult education class in Christ Temple Church are
not isolated problems for these people in this church alone, they are
problems all over the world where adults of these age groups happend to exist.
But it is difficult to put a boundary line between one age group and the
other since there is no such line of demarcation in age limit of a particu¬
lar age-group. For the sake of convenience and for the purpose of our study,
let me go by the suggested age classification that Person adopts in his book,
An Introduction to Christian Education, in which he arranges thus: "Young
Adults (25-34 year of age). Adults (35-64 years of age) Aged Adults (65 and
up)"
Adult Education class in Christ Temple Church for men is only one class
comprising the above classification of age groups with differing needs. Other
inevitable problems facing the aged adults in this class are hearing problems
and sensible responses to the issue at hand. The teacher also has some pro¬
blems to present his lesson effectively since there are no teaching aids of
any'kind, not to mention modern ones, and some of the teaching aids needed
for use in this class should be better provided and owned by the Church than
by the individual teacher who teaches the class.
7. Peter P. Person, An Introduction to Christian Education.
(Grand Rapids: Baker House House, 1976), p. Il8.
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C, How To Solve Ttie Problems
Varied as the problems are also solutions to them. To try to list the
solutions for people's problems is attempting what God himself would do. But
for the improvement of teaching skill on the part of the adult class leader
and for better understanding of the needs of the class members that would in
turn promote participation and regular attendance, we will attempt to sug¬
gest some steps and procedures to take. Here we are going to discuss fully
three possible steps and procedures to be taken by the teacher of this class,
under these headings;
1. The knowledge of the class and its needs;
2. The ability of the teacher to put across his lesso/i; and
3. The place/value of modern teaching aids in adult class.
Often times I have seen group leaders fail to go along well with their
groups simply because they do not study to know the individuals they are
dealing with. A teacher, as an administrator, needs to study the individual
member of his group so well as to know how to deal wiht them. The first group
of adults is full of youthful energy and they cannot be satisfied by sitting
down. They should form a group and their program should contain a lot of ac¬
tivities, such as - role-playing, panel discussion. Art-coloring and painting,
silent reading, dramatic reading, story telling, creative writing, and other
such things, including sentence completion,
Person suggest!that this is the age when young people begin to establish
their own home life, that home-builders' group where young married couples
may discuss problems arising within the home and may formulate patterns for
the ideal Christian home should be encouraged. An older couple from group
two above may be chosen by members of this club to serve as sponsors or coun-
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sellers. This group of adults may even learn music and organize the Church
choir. Another author, Earl F. Zeigler, in his book, Christian Education of
Adults, noted that these young adults desire to be independent, to prove
their maturity in a set of relationships that are new and even strange to
them. He remarks that even though they realize their lack, of experience
and self-confidence in many areas, they tend to want to hide these deficien¬
cies under a mantle of self assurance and independence. Zeigler observes one
problematic area in the life of young adults that greatly needs the elderly
advice and spiritual guidance of the class teacher. He observes that,
♦
"Since young adults are of marriageable age it is natural that
sex and the search for a mate are matters of paramount importance
to them. This is not only thrilling, but often a frustrating and
tormenting experience....8"
From the afore-going discussion, it is evident that the proper know¬
ledge of the make-up of the class and the needs of a particular groop, if not
individuals, are very essential for the success of a teacher. This, in short,
means that the teacher must first of all place himself as a member of that
class, anid try to determine his possible problems and needs to be satisfied,
before he oan determine other people's needs and problems that need to be
solved.
We now qorae to the second group hereby called "The Middle aged adult,"
This period should be the most productive period of a person's life, Emotion¬
ally, he is more stable than in youth. Experiences accumulated during the
years have made him wiser. Mentally he is more mature earlier in life; his
judgment is better; his insight into problem is more keen. These are the
years he wields influence at both ends - in the church and in the community.
This is also the family period. The family period of this adulthood is one of
temptations as well as of opportunities. Person tries to analyze the problems
8. Earl F. Zeigler, Christian Education of Adults. 'Philadelu.nia: The
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of this particular age-group and says that,
"In the effort to provide social and et^nomic securities for coming
years, there is temptation to engage in questionable business
transactions. The church and the cause of Christ are often for¬
gotten when the returns from investments are counted.9
He therefore, solicits the divine grace to keep one's feet on the straight
and narrow path. It is from this age-group that we secure the most effi¬
cient and reliable workers in our church. This special group, with all its
complexities, needs to be handled cautiously, The teacher of this group
must himself have experienced or gone through this period or is struggling
to get through it. Zeigler calls this age-group "Continuing Adulthood"
while he calls the first group "Beginning Adulthood".
Because of growing family or domestic responsibilities and economic
burdens, harzardous temptations assail parents to overwork, to cut corners,
to live beyond income, or to be downright unethical in order to achieve the
rnythical success. Inspite of these unfortunate situations, these adults
should be made to know that God still loves them and that the leadership of
the Church is on their shoulders. This period of family construction and
V.corporate responsibilities of both husband and wife should be stressed by
the Adult education leader and the church as a whole should help to stresis
the importance of Christian home.
This group of continuing adulthood should be encouraged to take up the
leadership, not only in Sunday school class but also in the church, in choir
and in other phases of responsibilities in the church. They should also
Act as counsellors for other junior levels in the church. In,the education
class, each should be encouraged to give the testimonies of their victories
and defeats within the week. Oral reading should be practiced at times.
9. Person, pp. 120-121.
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Research should be introduced and members be given topics to go and find out
all possible information about them and report to theclasson the scheduled
dates. Audio-visual aids are useful in this class for the purpose of dis¬
cussion and role-playing.
Finally we come to the third group that Zeigler calls "The Arriving
Adulthood" but we call it "The Aged adults". With advancing years the
restraints of self-discipline becomes relaxed, and as a consequence cer¬
tain personality peculiarities become more evident. Older adults usually
find it difficult to accept change - it may be a new pastor, a new hymn, a
new order of worship, or anew church building. When older people live with
their relatives, misunderstanding can become unbearable. Religion is thought
10
of in terms of "the good old days when we were young," as Person declares
it. If we would know that a baby born into the world is heading towards
maturing and a maturing adult wants to become old, then we will learn to ac¬
cept older adults with their many peculiarities. Knowing that the goal of
every person is to reach old-age, the government of this country and agen¬
cies and corporations have done a lot to improve the status of the aged-
a,cluU5 whowthey call "senior citizens',' by providing them with decent bousing
accoomodations which are well maintained and equipped. They are provided with
regular medical treatments that will come to them at their own doors. They
don't need to travel out to grocery stores to buy their foodstuffs and other
needs. All will be brought to them at their doors.
These older people possess resources that younger people know little
about and this wealth of experiences should be utilized by the Adult education
leader by arranging for those who are mentally and psychologically in good
health to periodically advise young adults and adult groups in the way of
10. Person, p. 121.
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leadership and spiritual maturity. The class of this third group adults
should be a counselling session just to draw from their wealth of experi¬
ences. As these people had been helping to promote the image of the church
in various ways, it is now the place of the church to do something for them
as they are now approaching the end of their life in church participation
here on earth.
A competent teacher or Adult education leader who knows his class well
and takes time to study the individual members will not only be successful
in managing his class, he will be able to use the teaching aids effectively,
for he will know the right one to use at the right time with the right per¬
son. Therefore, he will not find it difficult to put his lessons across
effectively, because the purpose of teaching aids is to help produce the best
result by making the lesson clearer.
CONCLUSION
Adulthood is growing up, not grown up and entrance into it is deter-
minded by the demands of life. Adulthood begins when life compels growing
persons to accept adult responsibilities. Adult education class can be of
tremendous help to adult to cope up with the demands of life optimistically.
Older adults require group/association and Adult education class is one such
group that these older adults can learn to associate with older people like
themselves and to become participants in groups below their age. Due to
major roles in the life of the church that adult-men play. Adult education
in a way is the key to the present and the future life of the church. Many
older people who resent the word "old" can be helped in Adult education class
to see that aging is God's plan for living. Without adults and without Adult
Christian education, there can be no mission.
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